
                                                                                                                                           
 

St Robert Southwell 

School Newsletter 
 

No 3– July 2020 

Vision: Aiming For Excellence, Being The Best We Can Be. 
 
Mission Statement Summary 

Following Jesus’ footsteps and inspired by St Robert Southwell  
we work hard, aim high and treat everyone with honesty and gentleness. 

 
Wellbeing 
As a school, wellbeing was one of our areas for improvement this year. I am delighted to 
advise you that the school was assessed by an independent assessor last week and we 
have been recommended for the award. 
 
As part of our work, we have developed a vision for wellbeing. 

Wellbeing and Mental Health Vision 

To support everyone’s wellbeing and mental health, so that they can be the best they can 
be, are happy together, resilient, ready to learn and succeed: 

 Empowering everyone in the community to be emotionally literate 
 Enabling stakeholder to develop strategies to manage their emotional wellbeing 

and mental health. 
 
This school year the children had the chance to take part in some mindfulness activities, 
some quiet activities at lunchtime and some pupils also took part in steel pans lessons. We 
look forward to further developing our wellbeing offer in the future. Thank you to Mrs 
Keville for co-ordinating the evidence for the award and to all those parents and pupils who 
completed questionnaires. 
 
The End of Another Year! 
As we come to the end of the Summer Term and another school year, there is so much to 
celebrate and share with you. It has been the strangest school year for us and for all of you 
too. I am amazed how well the pupils, parents/carers and staff have responded to the 
measures that we have implemented, following the ever-changing Government guidelines. 
Everyone has been so accommodating and this demonstrates the positive, collaborative 
and supportive community we have here in the school. I am so pleased that more of our 
pupils have returned to school and have welcomed the news that all the pupils will return in 
September.  We managed to have 189 children, across fourteen groups, for four days last 
week, with 90% of staff able to return to work. We have offered transition days to all 
children, including sessions for children joining our school in Nursery and Reception in 
September. 
 
The staggered drop-off and collection routines and hand washing routines have worked 
well. 
 
You have been notified of your child’s new teacher and should have been given a book to 
read over the summer and access to Reading Eggs, which is an online reading resource. 
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Catholic Life Of The School 
Last Friday we said farewell to Year 6, following their return to school this half term. Fr 
Stewart led our socially distanced Leavers’ Liturgy last Friday. All our Year 6 children were 
given prayer books and leavers’ T-shirts as a gift from the school, as they move on to the 
next stage in their education. 
 

 
 
Charity Collections 
During the wider return to school, we raised money for charity by having a non-uniform 
and sports-focused fun day. We linked with St Dominic’s Sixth Form College for this, who 
also selected this as one of their charities this term. Our Race for Life charity fund-raiser 
raised £300 for the important work of this charity. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

 
 
Safeguarding 
During these very unusual times, it is more important than ever that we are vigilant in our 
community and safeguard our children. If you have a concern about a child or family, you 
can email safguarding@robsouth.org or call the school and ask to talk to one of the 
safeguarding leads. The school’s Designated Safeguarding Leaders (DSLs) are: 
Miss Beck, Miss Joseph and Mrs Egan. However, all members of staff have a duty to, and 
are trained in the safeguarding of our children. Should you have any safeguarding 
concerns, please speak to a member of staff as soon as possible. For any matters 
concerning safeguarding outside school hours or during the holidays, please send an 
email to: safeguarding@robsouth.org You can also call the NSPCC on 0808 800 5000. 
 

mailto:safguarding@robsouth.org
mailto:safeguarding@robsouth.org


                                                                                                                                    

 

3 

 

SRE Consultation 
You have been advised of our consultation on the new programme for Relationships and 
Sex Education (RHSE). This information was sent out on the App. The web link is listed 
again here. Please do have a look at the website and resources. If we can, we will hold an 
information evening early next term, before the end of the consultation period.  
 
Access the Parent Consultation Tool here:-the password is available on the information sent 
on the App 

www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-consultation-primary 
 

School App 
Most of you will be aware that we now send almost all information to you via our school 
App. If you have not yet managed to download the App or need another invitation, please 
contact kjoseph@robsouth.brent.sch.uk. If you would like other family members to be able 
to use the App, please use the link on the App to add their email address so they can be 
invited and authorised. 
 
Feedback Questionnaire 
Thank you to those of you with children in years 1 to 6 who have already completed the 
questionnaire about the school’s communication and home learning this term. Your 
feedback is very helpful in helping us to improve further.  
 
Football 

The football season came to a halt with the girls in the quarter finals of the league. 
 
The boys had another successful season, getting to the finals of the league cup and the 
semi-finals of the Brent cup. The league final would have been against Wembley Primary, 
who we had already beaten in the quarter finals of the Brent cup, 4-0. We were also due to 
play St Mary’s in the semi-finals of the Brent cup. 
 
A big ‘well done’ to the boys, who finished the campaign unbeaten. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kjoseph@robsouth.brent.sch.uk
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Sports Awards 
YEAR 6 GIRLS’ TENNIS 
Winner: Alyssa Joseph 
Runner-up: Maia Chrzascz 
 
YEAR 6 GIRLS’ TABLE TENNIS 
Winner: Maia Chrzascz 
Runner-up: Isabel Manea 
 
YEAR 6 BOYS’ TENNIS 
Winner: Calum Cawley 
Runner-up: Michal Romanski 
 
YEAR 6 BOYS’ TABLE TENNIS 
Winner: Michal Romanski 
Runner-up: Nicholas Khu 
 
OVERALL YEAR 6 TABLE TENNIS 
Winner: Michal Romanski 
 

YEAR 5 GIRLS’ TENNIS  
Winner: Carrie Rattigan 
Runner-up: Ciara Roche 
 
YEAR 5 GIRLS’ TABLE TENNIS 
Winner: Nikola Klesiewicz 
Runner-up: Ciara Roche 
 
YEAR 5 BOYS’ TENNIS 
Winner: James Montgomery 
Runner-up:  Justin Ioan 
 
YEAR 5 BOYS’ TABLE TENNIS 
Winner: Justin Ioan 
Runner-up: Patrick Leen 
 
OVERALL YEAR 5 TABLE TENNIS 
Winner: Justin Ioan 
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Staffing Update 
Mr Leary is retiring at the end of term, leaving St Robert Southwell after 26 years of loyal 
and faithful service. 
Mrs Bleau is also leaving as she has become the substantive deputy head teacher at 
Bushey Manor Primary School. 
Farewell to Miss Brennan who is taking up a teaching post at The Annunciation Junior 
School, after 5 years working in a range of roles across the school. 
Farewell to Mr McKnight Posner, who is moving on to university to begin his degree. 
 
Friends’ Association Update 
The Friends Association have continued to support us and are using funds from their 
reserves to purchase a further set of iPads so that we will have we will have fifteen iPads 
for each class of thirty in Y4, 5 and 6. We are hoping to improve the use of on-line 
recording, to embed the skills the children have learnt with home learning this term, and to 
help us make better use of a blended learning approach between home and school in the 
future. 
 
Applying for a Secondary School 
There was a short meeting in school for parents of children in Year 5 on Wednesday 
evening. This was to provide some basic information about the process of applying for a 
secondary school place. The deadline for secondary applications is the 30th October 2020. 
Faith schools also require a supplementary application and a certificate of Catholic 
Practice, to be sent directly to the school. Please use the summer break to consider the 
schools you wish to list on your application form. If you need any further help, please make 
an appointment to speak to Mrs Kirwan, through the school office. 
 
Summer Holiday Activities 
 

1) Blue Peter Badges 
          A Blue Peter badge can be earned by sending in an application. Applicants must be  
          6-15 years old.  
 

There are several badges you can apply for. Click on the link to find out more on 
how to apply: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-badge-help-
question-and-answer 

 
2) Fryent Park Family Day- 10.30am – 12.30pm, Sunday 9 August 

 
Fun family activities in Fryent Park. All activities will be socially distanced. 
Bring your own picnic. Meet your local council officers and police. 
Meet Barnhill Conservation Group, who will provide the activities. 

 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-badge-help-question-and-answer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-badge-help-question-and-answer
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3) Send a Postcard or Letter 

If you are away or go on a day trip, send a letter or postcard to school. This is a 
good opportunity to share some of the fun things you do over the holidays. You do 
not have to go a long way; a postcard from Wembley is as valuable as one from 
overseas. 
 

           St Robert Southwell School, Slough Lane, Kingsbury London, NW9 8YD. 
 

    4)  Summer Reading Challenge 

Each year the Challenge, delivered with the support of public libraries, motivates over 

700,000 children to keep reading in order to build their skills and confidence. Never 

has such support been more needed than during the current lockdown, when the 

'summer slide' is likely to have an additional impact on confidence and mental health, 

for both children and parents alike. 

This year, Silly Squad, the Summer Reading Challenge 2020, will celebrate funny 

books, happiness and laughter. Children taking part in the Challenge will join the Silly 

Squad, an adventurous team of animals who love to have a laugh and get stuck in to 

all different kinds of funny books! 

The 2020 Challenge will feature bespoke artwork from award-winning children's 

author and illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson (Amelia Fang; Evil Emperor Penguin; I 

Don't Want Curly Hair). 

The Silly Squad summer campaign will see us working with ambassadors to promote 

a new digital challenge platform to reach children across the nation. With children 

already at home, the 2020 Challenge will run from June to September, launching with 

a week of activity from Monday 1 June and culminating in an official launch day of 

curated events on Friday 5 June 2020. 

Sign up at sillysquad.org.uk from Friday 5 June to join the Squad! 

5)  Mindfulness 

1.Sit mindfully, with your spine straight and body relaxed. Close your eyes and hold 

your hands over your heart, if you wish. 2. Breathe in and picture a blue ball of light 

pulsing inside your forehead. Imagine calming your thoughts. 3. Breathe out and 

picture the blue ball of light dropping into your throat. Imagine it clearing out unkind 

thoughts and words. 4. Breathe in and see the blue light glowing brighter. Breathe 

out and picture it dropping into your heart. Imagine it soothing hurt feelings. 5. 

Breathe again and picture the blue light filling your body. Breathe out and feel it down 

http://lauraellenanderson.co.uk/
http://sillysquad.org.uk/
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to your toes. 6. Sit with the blue light for a moment and let it glow inside you. You can 

take it with you when you finish this exercise. From ‘Mindful Minds’ by Whitney 

Stewart and Mina Braun. 

Home Learning 
The holidays are a time for rest; please remember to read with your child regularly, sharing 
a book, and to also practise their times-tables, to learn them in and out of order. These are 
the keys to English and Maths, and if they are performing at a high level then your child 
will make a lot of progress when they return in September. 
 
Children have also been given a book to read by their new teacher and access to Reading 
Eggs, online. 
 
Uniform 
Children may return to school in summer or winter uniform. Please ensure they have 
proper school shoes, a black coat and appropriate haircut. 
 
Haircuts  
Haircuts and styles are part of the uniform policy.  Long hair must be tied back and fringes 
should be clipped away from the eyes.  If you choose to have your child’s hair cut very 
short, please time it so that on their return to school, it has grown back sufficiently to meet 
the school requirements.  It should be of one length, with no steps, no shaved symbols 
and no lines.  Girls should have hair extensions and colours etc., removed before their 
return to school. If you choose to get boys hair cut very short in the holidays make sure it 
has grown back by the time they return to school. 
 
To ensure the children understand that this is part of the school uniform policy, children 
whose hair cut/style is not acceptable, will be kept off the playground and may be 
withdrawn from school trips until the issue has been resolved. 

Ear Piercing 
If you are planning to get your child’s ears pierced over the summer holidays, could we ask 
that you do this at the start of the holidays. This gives the ears a chance to heal so that 
earrings can be taken out for PE, swimming etc. Thank you for your co-operation with this 
matter. 
 
Jewellery  
Apart from stud earrings, which are to be taken out or covered on P.E. days, no other  
jewellery is to be worn to school. 
 
Thank You 
On behalf of all the staff, we would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your 
kind words, cards and gifts, given to us at the end of the term. We have been 
overwhelmed by your generosity. 
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Key Workers and Their Children 
The forty children who attended our key worker provision have been wonderful and the 
positivity and kindness of the parents has made running this a privilege during these very 
strange times. Some children have attended every day since the March 20th and their 
parents have been working continuously too. We hope like the school staff they will have a 
well-earned break and enjoy some time with their children before school starts again in 
September. 
 
 
September Return to School 
Following recent guidance from the government, I am pleased to inform you that we are 
looking forward to welcoming all the children back to school in September. At present, we 
are planning how we can follow the guidelines to embed the preventative measures already 
put in place to continue to minimise the risk from the virus. Part of the planning process is 
taking into consideration the large amount of time the children have been learning at home, 
and we would like to reassure you that we have taken this into account in planning for 
September. I will be in contact again before the end of the summer term to give further 
information on how the school will operate in September, once this has been agreed by the 
Governors. 
 
Unless anything significant changes over the holidays, we expect all children in Years 1 to 6 
to return to school on Wednesday September 2nd. There will be staggered drop-off, between 
8.30 and 9.00am, and you will be able to drop siblings together. 
  
Reminders 
Please remember that when your children return in September they must have: 

1. From Year 3 upwards, their own pencil case and equipment (no Smiggle or 
expensive branding please) (including a glue stick) 

2. Children in Year 3 do not have school lunches free of charge unless you have made 
an application for Free School Meals. You must therefore pay for their meals at least 
one week in advance 

3. Proper black shoes (not trainers)  
4. Black coats  
5. Proper uniform and school haircut  
6. All of their clothing and property labelled.  

 
Back to School:  
Children in Years 1 to 6 will return to school on Wednesday 2nd September. 
Please note school will be closed to pupils on Friday September 25th for staff training 
focusing on closing the progress and attainment gap as a result of the disruption to 
children’s education this year. 
 

We hope you all have a good break and the sun shines! 
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Letter form Barry Gardiner 
Please see attached a letter from Mr Gardiner MP 
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Term Dates 

 
 

St Robert Southwell Catholic Primary School  
Aiming For Excellence - Being The Best We Can Be 

 

 SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES 2020-2021 

 

 
        AUTUMN TERM 2020 

 Inset Days:    Tuesday 1st September 2020 
 First Day for Children:  Wednesday 2nd September 2020 
 Inset Day:    Friday 25th September 2020 
 Half Term Holiday:  Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 
2020 
 Inset Day:    Monday 2nd November 2020 
 Term Ends for Children:  Tuesday 22nd December 2020 – 2.00 p.m. 
 
 
        SPRING TERM 2021 

 First Day for Children:  Monday 4th January 2021   
 Half Term Holiday:  Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February 
2021 
 Term Ends for Children:  Wednesday 31st March 2021 – 2.00 p.m. 
 
 
        SUMMER TERM 2021 
 
 First Day for Children:  Monday 19th April 2021 
 May Bank Holiday:  Monday 3rd May 2021 
 Half Term Holiday:  Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 2021 
 Term Ends for Children:  Friday 16th July 2021 – 2.00 p.m. 
            Inset Days:                                    Monday 19th July 2021  
                                                                    Tuesday 20th July 2021 
 

Inset Days:    One Inset Day to be confirmed 
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