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Vision and Mission Reminders
Vision: Aiming for Excellence: Being The Best We Can Be.
Mission Statement Summary: Following Jesus’ footsteps and inspired by St Robert
Southwell we work hard, aim high and treat everyone with honesty and gentleness.

Catholic Life of the School

The end of term has given the children the opportunity to share their wonderful talents and
to celebrate the true meaning of Christmas, through their sharing of the Christmas Story in
their year group bubbles. Where possible, the staff have shared these
assemblies/performances with parents using their online platforms.
Advent
Due to the challenges posed by Covid and our efforts to reduce infection transmission, we
decided to focus on the four Fridays in Advent as opportunities to both have fun and to
remember those less fortunate in the community. The spirit of giving and helping others was
very much alive each Friday morning at the gate, where generous donations were placed in
our fundraising buckets.
Week One:
We raised funds to provide vouchers and hampers to families who face difficulty in our
community. The children raised £500 from the bucket collection and together with
fundraising by one of our Governors and a collection by staff, we have provided £1600 in
financial support to families in need.

Week Two:
We raised £332.12 for charity and the funds raised were split between the School Friends’
Association and St Luke’s Hospice.

Week Three:
This was NSPCC Christmas Jumper Day. We collected £448.50 for the NSPCC. The staff
had a separate collection and added £88 to the St Luke’s collection from week two.
In these challenging times it is a real testament to the community that families have been so
generous and that we have been able to support others.
The total raised during Advent was £2468.62, reflecting the true spirit of the season and the
generosity of the whole community.
Friends’ Association Update
In addition to the Advent charity fundraising, the Friends’ Association raffle raised £1908
for the Friends’ Association funds. The raffle was drawn on the second Friday of Advent and
more than forty prizes were won. Thank you to all those who donated prizes and to the staff
who wrote and folded tickets and counted the money.
Enriching the Childrens’ Experiences and Education
This term the Friends’ Association have funded a class set of laptops and the visit from the
reindeer as part of our winter wonderland day last Friday. They are also going to fund some
special workshops for each year group next term. Thank you for supporting the Friends’’
Association and their fundraising events. You can also support them and the school every
time you shop by selecting them as your preferred charity using Amazon Smile and by
shopping online in high street stores, using Easy Fundraising. Further information is in the
flyer on the App.
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Winter Wonderland at St Robert Southwell
There was an amazing atmosphere last Friday and a real opportunity for the children to be
children and have fun. A big thank you to all who made the day possible and to the staff for
making sure it ran smoothly. A special thank you to Father Christmas who stayed in school
all day so all the children could see him.

Improving Reading
Reading is one of our on-going areas for improvement. The children received a book from
Father Christmas last week. All children also have access to Reading Eggs. Please
encourage your child to continue to read over the Christmas break.
Applying for a Place in Reception for 2021
A gentle reminder during this busy season: the deadline for Reception application forms for
a place in September 2021 is the 15th January 2021. You must also complete the online
application (CAF) to the borough in which you live, by 15th January 2021. If you have any
queries, please telephone the school office.
The 15th January is also the deadline for Nursery applications. Last year the Nursery was
heavily oversubscribed and we were not able to offer places to all siblings. Please make
sure you have completed and submitted your application for a Nursery place on time.
Special Thank You
A big thank you to the staff, Governors and volunteers who have helped with the barriers as
part of the School Street initiative. Special thanks to Mr Kelly who set up the barriers at the
Green Man each morning. As we do not have capacity within our current staff team to
support every day, the school will appoint new staff on temporary contracts to manage the
barriers next term. This is to help the initiative run smoothly.
Safeguarding
During these very unusual times, it is more important than ever that we are vigilant in our
community and safeguard our children from harm. If you have a concern about a child or a
family, you can email safeguarding@robsouth.org . During the Christmas break to raise
any matters concerning safeguarding, please send an email to:
safeguarding@robsouth.org, or telephone the designated school mobile on 07450
901227. You can also call the NSPCC on 0808 800 5000.
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2020 A Very Different Year – Counting our Blessings
As we come to the end of this very peculiar year, it is a good time to take a moment to
reflect on all that has been achieved. There have been a number of successes, things to
celebrate and many blessings to count.
We had a successful RE Inspection in February and were judged to be Outstanding in every
category.
We were successful in achieving the Well-Being Award in July for our work on improving
Well-Being for all.
The staff have been amazing and ensured the school remained open for the children of key
workers from March to July.
We were blessed to have no incidence of Covid affecting childcare between March and
July.
We were able to offer all children the chance to return to school to have a transition session
in July.
Staff, parents and children have learnt many new skills and we have all learnt how to use
technology for work, communicating and socialising.
The children continued their learning during the period of school closure and were able to
get feedback from their teacher on their learning, via their learning platforms.
We have developed our blended learning offer by encouraging the use of specific websites
to improve your children’s basic skills and general knowledge.
We were fortunate to have no disruption to learning during the first half of the Autumn term.
This allowed the children to adjust back to the routines and expectations of school life.
Year 4 celebrated a special First Holy Communion Thanks Giving Mass in school after
making their First Holy Communion in their parishes at different times during the year.
In the second half of term, we have had 3 incidents of Covid which have affected 2 year
groups and 2 additional classes. Thankfully, we have only sent classes home and have not
had to close the school.
The increased handwashing and other infection control measures has led to a reduction in
outbreaks of sickness, diarrhoea and the common cold, which often take a hold at this time
of year.
The staff have been exceptionally resilient and have worked hard to limit the impact of
Covid on the children’s learning and day-to-day experience in school.
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We had an amazing Winter Wonderland day last Friday; the children were excited by our
visitors, the atmosphere was fabulous and everyone had a great day.

Attendance
The children, as always, have been amazing and attendance for the whole school for the
term is 96.6%
Phonics Screening
Well done Year 2 who achieved exemplary results in the government phonics screening
test, with 100% achieving 32 or more correct answers out of 40.
Continued Maths Success.
We currently have 49 Children who have achieved Rock Legend status on TT Rockstars.
Uniform
When the children return to school, we expect them to be wearing full winter uniform,
including black shoes and a black winter coat. When parents accept a place in our school
they agree to abide by our school uniform policy. Please ensure your child is in full winter
uniform, including a jumper or cardigan with the school badge, purchased from Mayfair,
our school uniform supplier.
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On designated PE days, your child should wear the school PE kit. Black jogging bottoms,
PE t-shirt and school sweat-shirt. Blue or black trainers can be worn on PE days.

Day children wear their PE kit to school from Jan 2021
1R
Monday
Thursday
1S
Monday
Thursday
2R
Thursday
Friday
2S
Monday
Thursday
3R
Tuesday
Wednesday
3S
Tuesday
Wednesday
4R
Monday
Friday
4S
Monday
Tuesday
5R
Tuesday
Friday
5S
Tuesday
Friday
6R
Wednesday
Friday
6S
Wednesday
Friday
If you wish your child to wear an extra layer, then they may wear a black school fleece in
school, next term.
Children should also have school hat.
Please make sure all uniform is clearly marked with your child’s name.
Jewellery
Apart from stud earrings, which are to be taken out or covered on PE days, no other
jewellery is to be worn to school.
Spring Term Learning – History and Art
The subjects in focus for the Spring Term are History and Art. Further information will be
uploaded to the website and shared by teachers on the learning platforms at the start of
Term.
Staff Update
I am delighted to welcome Nicola Daniel as the class teacher for 3R for the remainder of the
year.
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Thank you
On a personal level, I have been very touched by the support and kindness shown by
parents during this very challenging year. Your positivity, generosity and support is always
appreciated but it has meant even more during these very strange times. Messages of
support and positivity always raise a smile and uplift the whole staff team.
Communication
Whilst face-to-face communication remains limited and restricted, I hope you will use all the
other means of communication - phone or email to ask questions and raise any concerns
you have. The School Office is open from 8.00am – 4.30pm each day during term time for
phone communication – 0208 204 6148 or you can email admin@robsouth.brent.sch.uk

We wish you all a Happy and Holy Christmas and a wonderful New
Year!
School re-opens for all pupils and year groups on

Monday, 4th January 2021.
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Keeping Your Children Safe
Are your children going to be online over Christmas?
The following information is to help parents talk to their children about staying safe online,
what children do online and through Social Networking. Children and young people go
online to connect with friends, and make new ones, to browse the internet for information,
chat with others and play games.
They may:


Search for information or content on search engines like Google, share images and
watch videos through websites or mobile apps like Instagram, Pinterest, and
YouTube



Use social networking websites



Write or reply to messages on forums and message boards



Play games alone or with others through websites, apps or game consoles



Chat with other people through online games, game consoles, webcams, social
networks and tools like Whatsapp.



When online, children and young people can learn new things, get help with
homework, express themselves creatively and connect with friends and family.
However, there are also risks.



Keep your child safe online by understanding and talking about the dangers with
them, being aware of parental controls, and by being vigilant about their online
activity.

Talking to your child about staying safe online:


Explore sites and apps together



Talk about what might be OK for children of different ages.



Ask your child what sites or apps they like. Write a list, and look at them together.



Be positive about what you see, but also be open about concerns you have: "I think
this site's really good" or "I'm a little worried about things I've seen here".



Talk to your child about what you think is appropriate – but also involve them in the
conversation. Ask what they think is OK for children of different ages – they'll feel
involved in the decision making.
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Be aware that your child might talk about friends who use apps or visit sites that
you've decided aren't suitable.



Be ready to discuss your reasons, but recognise that they may not agree with you.
Listen carefully for the reasons why.



Go through a final list of sites that you both agree are acceptable and work out when
you'll next discuss it.

Wellbeing and Mental Health Vision: To Support everyone’s wellbeing and mental
health, so that they can be the best they can be, are happy together, resilient, ready
to learn and succeed.
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