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MISSION STATEMENT
 Our mission is to create an educating Christian community which
reflects the values of the Gospel within the traditions of the Roman
Catholic Church;
 a community which will develop the whole person
 a community which works closely with parents and parish
 a community which values each child as a unique individual with
particular gifts and needs
 a forward looking community which serves its members and the wider
society
 a community in which we will lead those in our care to grow in their
faith whilst benefiting from an enriching education.

Wellbeing and Mental Health Vision
To Support everyone’s wellbeing and mental health, so that they can be
the best they can be, are happy together, resilient, ready to learn and
succeed:· Empowering everyone in the community to be emotionally literate
· Enabling stakeholders to develop strategies to manage their emotional
well-being and mental health.
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1. CURRICULUM POLICY
Intent of our Curriculum
At St Robert Southwell, learning is central to all we do and is our core purpose. Our curriculum is underpinned by the
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework and The National Curriculum with the shared belief that
successful learners are those who are inspired and challenged. Our curriculum enables children to learn in exciting,
enriching and creative ways.
We believe the curriculum should be relevant to children’s life experiences; should inspire and engage them in their
learning, while enabling them to work collaboratively using their imaginations. The aim of our curriculum is for pupils to
have requisite skills to be successful, independent and motivated learners, in readiness for their next stage of education.

Implementation of our Curriculum
Learning is a journey at St Robert Southwell. We think about the destination in each area of the curriculum and the skills
and knowledge the children need to be successful young people. We have high expectations of all of our children and
encourage them to ‘Be the Best They Can Be’ in all aspects of their school lives. To enable this, we provide the children
with a rich, purposeful learning environment that encourages curiosity.
Learning is planned for in interesting, fun and creative ways. English is at the heart of our curriculum and themes are
planned around quality core texts. The texts chosen, provide a basis for our writing and a stimulus for outcomes in some
of the foundation subjects where appropriate. Relevant links are made with all subjects to provide the children with a
holistic approach to their learning. The year is broken into three terms each, has a main theme and foundation stage
driver.
We know that it is important for children to continually re-visit learning to ensure knowledge is embedded in their long
term memory rather than their short term memory. To this end, subject knowledge organisers are used and frequently
re-visited throughout the year, enabling children to recall past learning while completing topic quizzes.

Impact of our Curriculum
St Robert Southwell provides an outstanding quality of education where our children are confident, articulate and
enthusiastic learners. Our school celebrates the wonderful learning that happens in many ways (displays, books,
fabulous finales and assemblies). Our children make good progress and achieve above national and local averages at all
statuary assessment points.
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2. Planning the Curriculum
Yearly Overviews
The yearly overview gives a brief outline of subjects in focus; areas of the curriculum covered and genres of writing
covered. These are shared on our website and displayed in the main office area of the school.

Termly Planning
Each term has a theme name and is planned around the focus subject (Autumn – PSHE & DT, Spring – History & Art,
Summer – Geography and Computing). Core texts are chosen to, support children’s learning, create a purpose for
writing, excite children and as a hook for learning.
Termly plans are broken down into weeks and give an overview of the learning in each subject. They include any trips,
which enhance learning for that term, vocabulary being explored and other links across the curriculum.

Weekly Planning
Teachers are given time each week to plan and prepare for the following weeks learning. They use formative assessment
to plan for teaching and learning based on what the children have learnt the previous week. Teachers are given freedom
over their planning and can do so on Interactive Whiteboard Flipcharts or into a written format; planning should include
objectives, success criteria, vocabulary and resources needed to enable the children to build on previous learning, be
successful and make progress.
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EYFS Yearly Curriculum
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that Nursery and Reception years must meet to ensure that
children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s
‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good
future progress through school and life.
There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational programmes in EYFS. All areas of learning
and development are important and inter-connected. Three areas are particularly important for building a foundation for
igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships and thriving. These are the prime areas:
• communication and language
• physical development
• personal, social and emotional development
The EYFS educational programme must also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas
are strengthened and applied. The specific areas are:
• literacy
• mathematics
• understanding the world
• expressive arts and design
Educational programmes must involve activities and experiences for children, as set out under each of the areas of
learning. The expectations for children’s development must ensure that cognitive development proceeds hand-in-hand
with their social and personal development.
This framework does not prescribe a particular teaching approach. Play is essential for children’s development, building
their confidence as they learn to explore, relate to others, set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading
their own play, and by taking part in play which is guided by adults. Practitioners need to decide what they want children
in their setting to learn, and the most effective ways to teach it. Practitioners must stimulate children’s interests,
responding to each child’s emerging needs and guiding their development through warm, positive interactions coupled
with secure routines for play and learning. As children grow older and move through the reception year, there should be
a greater focus on teaching the essential skills and knowledge in the specific areas of learning. This will help children to
prepare for year 1.
In planning and guiding what children learn, practitioners must reflect on the different rates at which children are
developing and adjust their practice appropriately. Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:
• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’
• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements
• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop
strategies for doing things
In the final term of the Reception year, and no later than 30 June in that term, the EYFS Profile must be completed for
each child. The Profile provides parents and carers, practitioners and teachers with a well-rounded picture of a child’s
knowledge, understanding and abilities, their attainment against expected levels, and their readiness for year 1. The
Profile must reflect practitioners’ own knowledge and professional judgement of a child to inform discussions with parents
and carers, and any other adults whom the teacher, parent or carer judges can offer a useful contribution.
Each child’s level of development must be assessed against the early learning goals ~(ELGs). Practitioners must indicate
whether children are meeting expected levels of development, or if they are not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’).
This is the EYFS Profile.
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3A. English-Writing and Grammar

Intent
It is our intent at St Robert Southwell Primary School to provide pupils with a high-quality education in English that will
teach pupils to speak, read and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others effectively.
At St Robert Southwell, Writing is a crucial part of our curriculum. All children from Foundation Stage to Year 6 are
provided with many opportunities to develop and apply their writing skills across the curriculum. Through our teaching of
writing we aim to enable the children to communicate clearly, confidently and appropriately, demonstrating an awareness
for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Curriculum objectives are mapped out in long term and medium term planning which can be accessed in yearly
overviews. At our school, we believe lessons should be tailored to suit the needs of our children and therefore we use a
range of schemes and resources to support our planning. To support our whole school overview, as a school we use the
Power of Reading resources which support a mastery approach to learning. It is about teaching Literacy through using
high quality books and creative teaching approaches (such as art and drama). These well-chosen texts provide rich
language models and structures from which children can learn how writing works and the effect it can have on a reader.
This approach aims to engage and motivate children in their literacy learning. It also enables children to deepen their
understanding of texts and provides a meaningful context for writing.
We know that children draw on their experience of reading when shaping their own writing. When children have
explored a range of texts across genres, they form an understanding and appreciation of how language functions and
how best to use this when writing themselves.
At St Robert Southwell teachers use these texts to allow children to absorb the rhythms and patterns of language,
reflecting the cultural, social and linguistic diversity of the children, as well as introducing a world beyond the familiar.
When exposed to a range of texts that demonstrate expressive, informational and imaginative writing, children begin to
understand how to control and manipulate the conventions of writing for a range of purposes throughout a variety of
forms across narrative, non-fiction and poetry.
Implementation
The Writing Curriculum at St Robert Southwell follows the objectives outlined in the National Curriculum for England
and is carefully planned and tailored to meet the needs of our children. In line with the National Curriculum, we aim to
ensure that all pupils:


acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading,
writing and spoken language



appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage



write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes
and audiences

At St Robert Southwell, we intend for pupils to be able to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. To be able to do this
effectively, pupils will focus on developing effective transcription and effective composition. They will also develop an
awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. We
aim to ensure that pupils leave school being able to use fluent, legible and speedy handwriting.
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We aim to equip children with the skills to understand the relationships between words, how to understand nuances in
meaning, and how to develop their understanding of, and ability to use, figurative language. They are taught how to
work out and clarify the meanings of unknown words and words with more than one meaning. Pupils are taught to
control their speaking and writing consciously and to use Standard English.
Writing is planned to allow children to understand the purpose and process. A genre is taught over days, sometimes
weeks, according to children’s ability and the genre being studied. Children analyse the genre and expectation for the
week. They explore language, grammatical features and sentence structure to support their understanding of the genre.
They plan for a piece of writing, where they explore language and literary devises. They write, this can be shared,
grouped or independent writing, using a success criterion to support the genre. Writing is taught through a range of
exciting stimuli which includes books, film clips, artefacts, visitors and real life experiences. We strive to equip children
to develop a rich vocabulary which can help them bring their writing to life.
To create a genuine love of writing and an appreciation of its value, so that children choose to write and are able to
organise and structure a variety of genres, whilst developing their imagination and critical awareness. Opportunities for
writing are created across all areas of the curriculum to make it relevant and meaningful and allow opportunities for
application of skills.

Home Learning
We understand the importance of parents and carers in supporting their children to develop both grammar, spelling and
composition skills, and so we want to encourage a home-school partnership which enables parents and carers to
understand how to enhance the skills being taught in school.
Impact
Outcomes are measured through a variety of methods including both formative and summative assessment, learning
walks, discussions with children, classroom observations, book scrutinies and external reviews.
We believe our impact is evident in our outstanding results at the end of each phase. Our children become more
confident writers and are able to express their ideas more succinctly and fluently. We ensure that children become more
structured in their written responses, learning to think carefully about the way in which they introduce, substantiate and
develop their points. Children are able to experiment with language and explore different ways of discovering and
shaping their own meanings. They become writers who use writing as a means of reflecting on and exploring a range of
views and perspectives on the world.
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3B. English – Reading
Reading is fundamental to pupils’ development as independent life-long learners. Children are exposed to high quality
texts across the curriculum and reading skills are taught explicitly in all year groups. Alongside the skills of decoding and
comprehension, discussion encourages children to think as a reader and discuss their preferences, likes and dislikes.
Reading for pleasure is a cornerstone of our approach, with a well-stocked and well organised school library which
children access both within the timetable and in their own time. Reading is central to our ability to understand, interpret
and communicate with each other and the world around us. Success in reading has a direct effect upon progress in all
areas of the curriculum.
Intent
We want to enable children to become enthusiastic, independent and reflective readers across a wide range and types of
literature, including different text types, genres, books, posters, magazines, signs and newspapers.
Our aims and intent for all children at St Robert Southwell is to be able to:
 Read with enjoyment across a range of genres
 Become fluent, confident and expressive readers
 Read for pleasure as well as for information
 Read and respond to a wide range of different types of literature
 Understand the layout and how to use different genres and text types;
 Understand and apply their knowledge of phonics and spelling patterns and use this to decode words with
accuracy
 Build their bank of sight words to enable fluent reading
 Have an interest in words and their meanings, developing a rich and varied vocabulary;
 Understand and respond to literature drawn from a range of cultures and literary heritage.
We aim to develop, through our teaching of reading, the following attitudes:
 Curiosity and interest
 Pleasure and thoughtfulness
 Critical appraisal
 Independence
 Confidence
 Resilience
 Perseverance
 Respect for other views and cultures
 Reflection.

Implementation
Our whole curriculum is shaped by our school vision which aims to enable all children, regardless of background, ability
or additional need, to flourish and to become the very best they can be.
We are guided by the National Curriculum, supported by a clear skills and knowledge progression across all subjects.
This ensures that skills and knowledge are built on year by year and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all
children.
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In the Foundation Stage, children are introduced to early phonics in combination with the reading of a wide range of
picture and story books to engage their imagination and wonder.
In Key Stage 1, particularly in Year 1, there is focus on the progression of phonics skills with children being taught in
groups to match their ability. With daily phonic sessions, the children have the opportunity to revisit previous learning,
practise and apply new skills in structured but engaging ways. By the time the children are reaching the end of Year 2,
they have listened to and studied a range of quality stories from traditional and modern authors.
A mixture of reading approaches are used in St Robert Southwell to give the children the opportunity to develop the
skills to become independent readers. Guided reading is used in small groups. Whole class teaching of the different skills
are also taught through the study of carefully selected quality class texts.
Home Learning
Reading at home is a key element in supporting children with their reading progress.
Children are able to choose books that come from a levelled scheme to ensure progression. In Key Stage 2, the children
are encouraged to become more independent and take responsibility for answering questions in their journals that
focus on developing vocabulary and comprehension.

Impact
By the time the children leave St Robert Southwell;
 They will have become enthusiastic and motivated readers who are confident in reading a variety of genres and
text types
 They will have the skills to decode words in order to be able to read fluently with a secure understanding of
what they have read
 They will have been inspired by literature and will read for enjoyment and pleasure
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3C. English – Phonics & Spelling
Intent- Vision and Aims
At St. Robert Southwell, the teaching of phonics, one of the strands of English is taught through the use of the Read
Write Inc. (RWI) phonics scheme. Read Write Inc. is a literacy programme designed and developed by Ruth Miskin, one
of the country’s leading authorities on teaching children to read.
Starting with our youngest children in Nursery, the programme allows children to learn letter sounds in a systematic
way and develops their ability to read accurately and fluently whilst teaching handwriting and spellings, also, to
develop each child’s confidence, resilience and engagement in phonics lessons and a love for reading and writing. The
children enjoy learning to read and write through praise, participation, purpose, passion and pace with the help of
‘Fred the Frog.’
Implementation
At the end of the Reception year, each child is assessed on their letter recognition and reading, to ensure that phonics
sessions can start in the second week of the new academic year for Year 1. After the assessment, any gaps in phonic
knowledge, comprehension, or reading fluency will be used to assign each child to their own small, exclusive group for
regular sessions with a trained member of staff using Read Write Inc. methods. These groups are organised according to
the children’s specific needs, and the specific sounds, letters and comprehension skills needed in a secure and engaging
way.
As children progress through the levels, they are regularly assessed to ensure they are placed in groups most
appropriate for them. For children who need further support with their phonic knowledge, interventions are in place.
Alternatively, children may also be ‘fast-tracked’ to a more-able group when their progress warrants this.
The Read Write Inc. sessions last between 30 minutes to an hour, depending on the year group, and includes a variety of
activities delivered with pace and rigour. Children have the opportunity to learn sounds which are reinforced during the
sessions with reading activities and spelling games, where the learning is put into practise.
In Nursery, children focus on developing their listening skills through stories, games, play and songs, to learn about
environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration and oral blending and segmenting. At the
end of the Autumn term, children are taught a sound a week, following the order of letters in RWI, learning the sound,
corresponding picture and letter formation rhyme. Throughout the week they will then practise saying, reading and
writing that sound during child initiated learning.
In Reception after the initial sound assessment, the children are taught a sound a day and practise saying, reading and
writing the sounds in class forming each of those sounds correctly, even if the children recognise them. This is because
Reception children are all taught together in their classroom until the end of the Autumn term, when they are then put
into their exclusive groups. They then begin to apply their phonic knowledge, learning to blend and segment the sounds
in order to read and write words. Within RWI sessions they also participate in a range of gross and fine motor activities
in order to develop muscles needed for forming letters.
Year 1 have daily phonics sessions, so that all the children can access Set 1, 2 and 3 sounds. Throughout the RWI
programme children also focus on spoken language, reading comprehensions, writing (transcription; handwriting;
composition; vocabulary, punctuation, grammar and spellings (SPaG).
There are five key principles that underpin the teaching in all Read Write Inc. sessions:
1. Participation – As they are in small groups, children participate fully in every session. They are able to maintain
high levels of concentration and so do not miss key elements of teaching.
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2. Praise – Children work together as partners. They take turns to teach and praise each other. They are motivated
by praise from their teachers and teaching assistants.
3. Pace – Sessions are fast paced and lively. This keeps every child fully engaged and on task.
4. Purpose – Every instructor has been trained in the Read Write Inc. methods. They know the purpose of each
activity and how it leads into the next.
5. Passion – Instructors too become passionate about their teaching as they see the children enjoying the progress
they are making.
Home Learning
To support our implementation of phonic, we encourage and celebrate parental engagement. Children find it easier to
learn to read and spell if they are taught pure sounds. The following video link, supports you to make sure the correct
pure sounds are used with your child at home. This is important for all year groups from Nursery to Year 2.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQgizwwvqNk
In Year 1, your child will be given a weekly list of words linked to their specific group. It also indicates where your child is
in the programme and where they will be progressing onto.
Ruth Miskin also suggest that children gain a great deal from knowing a small number of stories very well. Familiarity
with stories can help children to understand how stories are structure and the different kind of genre they may
encounter. As a result, read favourite stories again with them. Read some stories at a higher level than they can read
themselves. If an adult reads first, it will give the child the confidence for when they read, as they will know what to
expect in the story and they can enjoy the story with you first. This also gives the children the exposure to words that
they have not yet learnt. It is also important to listen to them reading their school storybooks. Finally, practise reading a
range of words containing sets 1, 2 and 3 sounds.
If you would like to practice their letter formation, Read Write Inc. have rhymes for each letters to help the children
shape them correctly.
Set 1 Sounds are taught in the following order:
m a s d t, i n p g o, c, k, ck u b, f e l h sh, r j v y w, th z ch qu x ng nk, kn
The children are then taught Set 2 Sounds - the long vowels. When they are very confident with all of Set 1 and 2 they
are taught Set 3 Sounds.
Long
vowel
sound

Set 2 Sounds

ay
ee

ay: may I play?
ee: what can you see?

igh
ow
oo

igh: fly high
ow: blow the snow
oo: poo at the zoo

oo

oo: look at a book

Set 3 Sounds

a-e: make a cake
ea: cup of tea

ai: snail in the rain
e-e: go Pete and e: he me we she
Steve
be
i-e: nice smile
ie: terrible tie
o-e: phone home
oa: goat in a boat
u-e: huge brute
ew: chew the
ue: come to the
stew
rescue!
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ar
ar: start the car
or
or: shut the door
aw: yawn at dawn
au: Paul the astronaut…
air
air: that’s not fair
are: share and care
ir
ir: whirl and twirl
ur: nurse with a purse
er: a better letter
ou
ou: shout it out
ow: brown cow
oy
oy: toy for a boy
oi: spoil the boy
ire
ire: fire fire!
ear
ear: what can you hear?
ure
ure: sure it’s pure?
It is also advisable to attend meetings and workshops during the academic year, to discuss how to effectively support
your child, especially leading up to the screening check.
Impact – Outcomes
At St. Robert Southwell, the impact of using the RWI phonics programme, as the basis of our phonics teaching within
EYFS and KS1, will be for children to develop their phonics skills and knowledge through a systematic, synthetic
approach, while covering the statutory requirements outlined in the National Curriculum. It gives us a consistent
approach to phonics, which are clear to teaching staff and learners.
The average child will aim to finish the RWI programme by the end of Year 1. Following the RWI programme also
prepares the Year 1 children for the phonics screening test at the end of the academic year. The test is a statutory
phonics screening test assessment, that has to be administered by all maintained schools, academies, free schools, pupil
referral units and maintained nursery schools with registered children who will reach the age of six before the end of the
school year.
Those children who are not ready to come off the RWI programme will continue to progress through it until they reach
the required standards to go into class English sessions.
If a child reaches Year 4 and is still not working at age related expectation in English and cannot access the whole English
lessons, they will be assessed under the Ruth Miskin Fresh Start programme. This is a continuation of the RWI
programme suitable for older children
Phonics Screening outcomes:
Year
2017
2018
2019

Year1
89% (National 81%)
91% (National 82%)
93% (National 82%)

4. Mathematics

Year2
97% (National 91%)
100% (National 92%)
93% (National 91%)
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Intent
At St Robert Southwell we aim to develop curious, confident and resilient mathematicians, who enjoy a challenge.
Pupils are encouraged to approach mathematical problems with an open-mind – excited to delve into problems, absorb
new learning and accept and celebrate mistakes as an opportunity to learn. We aim to enthuse children with engaging
lessons to develop inspired mathematicians, ready to apply their knowledge and skills to real life contexts.
We aim to equip children with mathematical fluency including confidence in understanding and using a rich
mathematical vocabulary. Furthermore, in line with our inclusive ethos, we ensure all children are exposed to and
involved in a range of reasoning and problem solving activities where appropriate.
Implementation
The Mathematics Curriculum at St Robert Southwell follows the objectives outlined in the National Curriculum for
England and is carefully planned and tailored to meet the needs of our children. In line with the National Curriculum, we
aim to ensure that all pupils:
 become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent practice with
increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to
recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately.
 reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and
developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical language
 can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems with
increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in
seeking solutions.
Curriculum objectives are mapped out in long term and medium term planning which can be accessed in yearly
overviews. At our school, we believe lessons should be tailored to suit the needs of our children and therefore we use a
range of schemes and resources to support our planning. To support our whole school overview, as a school we use the
WhiteRose resources which supports a mastery approach to learning. Children are taught in ‘blocks’ of topics so that
they have the opportunity to explore, practise and strengthen their knowledge and understanding of a specific
mathematical area in depth. Blocks are sequenced at the beginning of the year but are subject to change at the
discretion of the teacher in line with what is best for the needs of the class.
To ensure children have a secure understanding of a topic, as a school we are developing the use of the ‘concrete,
pictorial, abstract’ method. All pupils, when introduced to a key new concept, should have the opportunity to build
competency in this topic by taking this approach. Pupils are encouraged to physically represent mathematical concepts.
Objects and pictures are used to demonstrate and visualise abstract ideas, alongside numbers and symbols.
Concrete – children have the opportunity to use concrete objects and manipulatives to help them understand and
explain what they are doing.
Pictorial – children then build on this concrete approach by using pictorial representations, which can then be used to
reason and solve problems.
Abstract – With the foundations firmly laid, children can move to an abstract approach using numbers and key concepts
with confidence.
Please see an example below taken from the WhiteRose Calculation Policy which we use to support our teaching as a
school.
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Home Learning
To support our implementation of mathematics, we encourage and celebrate parental engagement including their
support with homework and of online maths resources we use as a school.
We encourage and celebrate home-learning and therefore have a range of online resources that children can access
from home:
TTrockstars – a website that children can practise their timetables facts.
MyMaths – a website accessible to years 1 – 6 to access a range of tasks as part of set homework optional additional
work.
Impact
Outcomes are measured through a variety of methods including both formative and summative assessment, learning
walks, discussions with children, classroom observations, book scrutinies and external reviews.
We believe our impact is evident in our outstanding results at the end of each phase and our success in securing external
maths awards and developing confident mathematicians. At the end of the academic year 2018-2019, we have much to
celebrate:
 First place at the Junior Maths Challenge at St Gregory’s March 2018
 First place as the Junior Maths Challenge at St Gregory’s – March 2019
 92% of children achieved expected in their End of Key Stage 2 SATs 2019
 We were recognised for our outstanding implementation of the teaching of basic skills across the school and
were awarded with the Quality Mark.
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5. Computing
Intent
At St Robert Southwell, we believe that Computing is an integral part of preparing children to live in a world where
technology is continuously and rapidly evolving. We aim to develop inquisitive and digitally literate children, who are
able to navigate and use technology confidently and safely. We hope to equip children with the tools and knowledge to
use computational thinking and creativity to understand and change the world in which they live.
We aim to provide opportunities for all children to access, use and explore ICT throughout their time in school. Children
are encouraging to use develop their Computing skills not just through Computing lessons, but across the curriculum.
We aim to engage children in a range of skills through real life and hands-on learning experiences in the classroom and
at home.
Implementation
The Computing Curriculum at St Robert Southwell follows the objectives outlined in the National Curriculum for England
and is carefully planned and tailored to meet the needs of our children. In line with the National Curriculum, we aim to
ensure that all children:
· can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including abstraction, logic,
algorithms and data representation,
· have practical experience of writing computer programs and solving problems that may occur in program
development,
· can evaluate and apply information technology analytically to problem solve,
· are responsible, safe, competent, confident and creative users of information and communication technology.
At St Robert Southwell, every child has hands on experience of computers, iPads and other technologies. High quality
teaching of Computing, from Reception through to Year 6, utilises a combination of practical lessons and theory lessons
designed to promote discussion and nurture understanding. Computing is used as a cross curriculum tool and permeates
most other areas of the curriculum - with especially close links with mathematics, science, and design and technology.
The core of Computing is computer science, in which children are taught the principles of information and computing,
how digital systems work, and how to put this knowledge to use through programming. We also teach the use of
popular processing programmes such as: Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Publisher, OneNote and Excel. Children use these
programs to process and handle data and spreadsheets and information from the internet. In KS1, children use the
2Simple software to create a range of drawings, stories and animations.
All children have their own login ID and password. Children also have their own Office 365 accounts and can access
Teams Office 365 from home to support home learning. Nursery and Reception also utilise Tapestry and Years 1 to 4
have access to SeeSaw. All classes have an interactive whiteboard and visualisers and make use of online interactive
resources in lessons. We have sets of iPads available to every class and apps and programmes loaded on them to help
support learning.
The school takes e-safety very seriously and is aware of the health and safety issues surrounding children’s use of ICT.
We ensure that children have a safe environment in which to learn and that effective filters are in place to safeguard
children. Internet access is planned to enrich and extend learning activities across the
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curriculum. However, we have acknowledged the need to ensure that all children are responsible and safe users of the
Internet and other communication technologies both in school and outside of school. E-safety is discretely taught each
half term by class teachers, through assemblies and Safer Internet Day activities. Children also learn about rights and
responsibilities when using the Internet.

Impact
Outcomes are measured through a variety of methods including both formative and summative assessment, learning
walks, discussions with children, and classroom observations.
Our children become confident users of ICT and are able to navigate the internet safely. Children’s work is celebrated in
class and on display in the Computing suite. We celebrate Computing and E-safety during the year on the following
special weeks and days:
September – International Programmers Day
November - Anti-Bullying Week
November – World Kindness Day
December – Human Rights Day – our digital rights and responsibilities online.
February – Safer Internet Day
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6. Science
Intent
At St. Robert Southwell, we want our children to be naturally curious about the world. Our curriculum has been
developed by staff to ensure full coverage of the National Curriculum and to foster a sense of wonder about natural
phenomena. Moreover, it is intended to develop an understanding of the uses and applications of science both today
and for the future. We are committed to providing a stimulating, engaging and challenging learning environment. We
want our children to question, engage with, and learn from everything around them and bring to their study of science
their enthusiasm and energy to expand their knowledge, develop their skills and enhance their understanding.
Throughout their time at St. Robert Southwell, our school children are encouraged to become independent learners by
developing and using a wide range of skills, including planning, investigation, research and observation, enabling them
to be “Working Scientifically”.
Scientific language is taught and enriched as topics are revisited in different year groups and across key stages, allowing
children to build upon their prior knowledge. Furthermore, by embedding core concepts, procedures, key questioning
skills and means of scientific enquiry, the children develop a bank of approaches to help them answer their scientific
questions.
Implementation
To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in science, we implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout
the school. A comprehensive, whole-school planning approach ensures that full coverage of ‘The National Curriculum
programmes of study for Science’ and ‘Understanding of the World’ in the Early Years Foundation Stage is given.
Wherever possible, science is linked to class topics. At the start of each topic, teachers take time to find out what our
children already understand and want to find out. Our teachers use this to adapt and extend the curriculum to match
children’s interests and needs, referencing current events and developments where appropriate. We include the use of
technology, wherever possible, to aid teaching and learning. Through teacher modelling and planned questioning, we
want our children to wonder about, be fascinated by and involved in the world around them.
Children have access to ‘Science Knowledge Organisers’, which give individual topic overviews for each topic studied
within each year group. These include key skills, knowledge, vocabulary, diagrams and a fun quiz to demonstrate their
knowledge at the end.
Key scientific language is modelled throughout lessons, enabling our children to be familiar with and use vocabulary
accurately. Teachers are also encouraged to include trips and visitors in their planning to enhance our children’s learning
experience.
At St Robert Southwell, we aspire to promote children’s independence and for all children to take responsibility for their
own learning.
Curriculum Impact
Pupils mark against their own targets how they feel about their learning in a topic; attainment is tracked through online
pupil target trackers against National Curriculum expectations and Working Scientifically skills.
In addition, impact is monitored through regular ‘book-looks’, home projects, in-class displays, lesson learning walks,
discussions with teaching staff and ‘Parents and Pupil Voice’.
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7. RE
Intent

'Christ at the heart of all we do' is central to our philosophy of religious education. It is the ‘core of the core
curriculum’(St. John Paul II). Religious Education is the foundation and at the heart of all our teaching and learning, here
at St Robert Southwell. As such, it permeates all areas of the curriculum and influences every aspect of the Catholic life
of the school.
At St Robert Southwell Primary School, our Religious Education respects and promotes each child’s innate capacity for
wonder, awe, reverence and spirituality. Our Religious Education curriculum leads our children to take inspiration from
the Gospel teachings and to aspire not to have more, but to be more; children are taught about God’s love; they learn
about their Christian responsibilities; children are provided with experiences of church, Catholic and Christian traditions,
as well as being taught to be respectful and understanding of people and traditions from other faith backgrounds.
Our intent for Religious Education is to provide an inspiring curriculum to develop a deep understanding of the Catholic
religion and other faiths. It is our ultimate aim to encourage our children to know and experience God in their lives. We
have strong links to St Sebastian & St Pancras Church and our Parish Priest, who contributes to each child’s religious
journey. Through thought provoking and challenging lessons, we equip our children with the skills to let them explore,
question, discuss and evaluate different values and beliefs. They have the opportunity to lead on all aspects of school
worship, living out the Gospel Values and sharing this with the wider community.

Implementation
We follow the Westminster Diocesan requirements for all Catholic schools:
 Classroom Religious Education is resourced as a core subject and allocated at least 10% of teaching time.
 Whole school Religious Education provides for a lived faith experience through liturgies, acts of prayer and
worship, assemblies and action for social justice.
 The classroom Religious Education curriculum is delivered in accordance with the general norms laid down by
the Bishops’ Conference: Religious Education Curriculum Directory (3-19) (2012)
 Classroom Religious Education is assessed and progress monitored in accordance with the general norms laid
down by the Bishops’ Conference. From Autumn 2020, we will be using the Diocesan ‘New Standards
Framework’.
 Classroom Religious Education is inspected according to the current Diocesan Inspection Framework.
 Pupils are expected to learn about and respect the beliefs of others.
Religious Education permeates throughout our whole curriculum; it is not exclusive to timetabled RE lessons. The
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of each child is addressed through all aspects of the curriculum as well
as through the various day-to-day situations and opportunities that arise.
Collective Worship is a time during the day when children gather together, listen to and reflect on a Gospel reading.
They are also given the opportunities to plan, lead and respond with their own choice of readings, hymns and prayers.
All classes participate in three formal Religious Education lessons each week. All classes follow the Religious Education
Curriculum Directory. The school follows the scripture based scheme of learning; ‘The Way, The Truth, The Light’ based
on the Religious Education Curriculum Directory for Catholic schools. We also use a social justice programme called
Caritas in Action and CAFOD. Our Other Faiths programme focuses on Hinduism, Judaism and Islam. Religious Education
is creatively taught across the school, drawing on all other areas of the curriculum and
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offers an effective, systematic and rigorous approach to teaching and learning. The teaching and learning opportunities
offer high expectations for all pupils and encourage deeper learning and reflection.
Home Learning
Written RE homework is set weekly and creative homebased tasks are set once a term. Suggestions on how to support
pupils at home are also included in our RE newsletters, which are sent home twice a term.
Impact
Learning outcomes are measured through a variety of methods including: formative and summative assessments;
learning walks; pupil & parent/carer voice questionnaires; classroom observations; book looks; deanery moderations
and school moderations; external diocesan reviews and section 48 inspections.
Our impact is evident in the Teaching & Learning of Religious Education in our school, as our pupils are religiously
literate and produce an excellent standard of work. Our impact is evident in the spiritual life of our school, which we are
extremely proud of. When children leave St Robert Southwell, they have a strong understanding of themselves,
emotionally and morally, helping them to be able to adapt and cope with the ever-changing world.
A section 48 inspection was carried out in March 2020 and our school was judged to be outstanding in all areas.
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8. History
Intent
The teaching of History intends to prepare each child for their next phase of education, whilst at the same time giving all
children a broad and balanced view of the history of Britain and of other societies and epochs. Through this, the children
will develop a broad and informed knowledge of the past and its events, thus enhancing their cultural capital and
understanding of both the world around them and their own heritage. History at St. Robert Southwell aims to be
ambitious and motivating. Ambitious in our coverage of History and thorough teaching of Historical skills; motivating,
through engaging activities, trips and visitors that give all students an opportunity to question the past.
At St. Robert Southwell, we have designed our History curriculum with the intent that our children will:
 Become increasingly critical and analytical thinkers.
 Possess a secure understanding of the chronology of the British Isles and other import periods of history.
 To discover links and connections to the history they learn and the wider community and locality.
 Further their knowledge and explanations of change and continuity over time, with regards to the history of the
British Isles and other societies and epochs.
 Differentiate between source types and explain how interpretations in history may differ.
 Draw on similarities and differences within given time frames and across previously taught history.
 Enquire in to historical themed questions and form their own opinions and interpretation of the past.
 Grow in the understanding that the study of history is an opportunity to unite faith and reason and to recover a
distinctly Catholic perspective that sees God acting in the past, present and future.
Implementation
The curriculum is led and overseen by the subject leader. The subject leader’s regular programme of monitoring,
evaluation and review and the celebration of good practice will contribute to the ongoing commitment to continued
improvement.
The teaching, learning and sequencing of the History curriculum follows:
A blocked curriculum approach has been implemented to ensure coverage and progression in all skills relating to
History. Moreover, there is an opportunity at the end of year to revisit historical skills that need further consolidation
and to use new knowledge to reinforce prior skills.
The progression of skills is set out in order to build and develop the following:
 Chronological understanding
 Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past
 Connection and historical Links
 Interpretations of history
 Historical enquiry
 Children are taught the sequence of skills and knowledge that are the components to a composite outcome.
 Lessons will develop long term memory by allowing for repetition of learning within the year and year on year.
Impact
Children will become increasingly critical and analytical with their thinking- making informed and balanced judgements
based on their knowledge of the past.
Children will become increasingly aware of how historical events have shaped the world that they currently live in.
They will also have a further understanding of history on a local level and on a small-scale.
Children will develop enquiry skills to pursue their own interests within a topic.
Where applicable, children will have encountered or participated in high-quality visits/visitors to further appreciate the
impact of history.
Children are to retain prior-learning and explicitly make connections between what they have previously learned and
what they are currently learning.
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9. Geography
Intent
The main purpose of our Geography curriculum is to instil a sense of awe and wonder about the world around us. We
aim to develop a sense of curiosity and fascination within all of our children, to encourage them to think for themselves,
to take initiative, to ask questions and investigate our world.
At our school we want to instil a lifelong love of Geography, therefore we try to use real places, real experiences and real
issues to make Geography come alive. We compare our local area to other places the children have visited and compare
Kingsbury to Rotherwick, our Year 5 residential trip. We use our school locality, and Fryent Country Park in particular, to
see how land is used and to witness, first-hand, how our environment changes with each season. We also use the tube
to go into London whenever we can, to recognise the importance of the city we call home.
By encouraging our children to think geographically we hope to enrich their social, moral, and cultural development. We
are committed to developing ‘Geographers for Life’ and instilling them with investigative and problem-solving skills for
use both inside the classroom and beyond. With these skills we hope to develop our children into educated citizens who
can make a valuable change to our world.
A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people
that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.
At St Robert Southwell we will equip our pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and
human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes

Implementation
We try to keep up to date with the world around us with our News Board, which is changed weekly and encourage our
children to watch Newsround daily. Children also have the opportunity to do a Geography Quiz, which is ongoing and
have the opportunity to get a ‘coveted’ Geography badge.
The aims of teaching geography in our school are:
• To inspire our children’s curiosity to discover more about the world.
• To enable children to know about the location of the world’s continents, countries, cities, seas and oceans.
• To help children understand how the human and physical features of a place shapes it location and can change over
time.
To develop in children, the skills of interpreting a range of sources of geographical information, including maps,
diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS).
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Impact
We know our geography curriculum is enjoyed by our children. This is clearly evident by witnessing their curiosity and
willingness to take part in geography based activities outside the normal classroom environment. Children are often
‘caught’ discussing climate change, global warming, immigration and other topics in front of the News board. Also, our
students are always happy to compete in a mastermind type quiz between two classes studying the same topic. This has
encouraged them to work independently and competitively.
Geography is the focused topic for the summer term and is studied in greater depth during this time.

10 A. Arts – Music
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Intent
“Music is to the soul what words are to the mind.” ― Modest Mouse
At St Robert Southwell our intent is to develop the love of music in every child from Nursery to Year 6. Music is another
language with its own rhythms and symbols which inspire creativity, self-confidence and imagination. The music
curriculum aims to instil a love of music through a variety of ways giving children at St Robert Southwell the opportunity
to experience a wide range of musical genres and cultures. Music is an important part of daily life at St Robert Southwell
and is embraced by all. Children learn how to use their voices safely and effectively, they learn about famous musicians
and take inspiration from them to compose and critique their own pieces of music. Learning a range of instruments gives
the children the opportunity to choose one they may wish to continue to play individually.
Implementation
“Music produces a kind of pleasure which human nature cannot do without.” ― Confucius
Music provision at St Robert Southwell is provided by specialist music tutors from the Brent Music Service. All children
attend weekly lessons with their teachers and access the ‘Music’sCool’ programme which develops musical skills and
understanding from Nursery to Year 6 and follows the National Curriculum. Individual tuition of a range of instruments is
also provided not only by the music service but other professional musicians on the school premises. Children can then
go on to join ensembles in Brent which rehearse after school on a different site.
Singing forms a big part of the music curriculum and is very much celebrated in school through weekly hymn practices,
assemblies and as part of the music lessons. Children in Year 4 are given the opportunity to audition for the school choir
which has seen a number of successes during its existence. Opportunities are also given to Years 4 and 5 to sing at
prestigious venues as part of a massed choir.
Impact
Children are assessed throughout the school year by both the Music Service Tutor and the class teacher against National
Curriculum targets. These include listening to and following musical patterns with their voice as well as with
instruments. End of term concerts are performed for parents to ‘show off’ the children’s talents and to show what they
have learned. Children are also given opportunities during lessons to self-evaluate and give feedback to others building
their critical skills.
At the end of their time at St Robert Southwell children leave with a strong love of music whether it be through singing,
playing or listening to music or through all.

10 B. Arts – Art and Design
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Intent
Art and design stimulate creativity and imagination. It provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences, and a special way
of understanding and responding to the world which is fundamental for our children at St. Robert Southwell Catholic
School. It enables children to communicate what they see, feel and think, through the use of colour, texture, form,
pattern and different materials and processes without the pressures of the written or spoken word. Children become
involved in shaping their environments through art and design activities. Participating in a range of art forms helps
children become creative, responsive, critical and appreciative. They discover the value of focus, discipline and practice
and the importance of working collaboratively. Working as artists themselves and responding to the work of other
artists helps them to develop an appreciation of aesthetics, and enables insights into different viewpoints, identities and
cultures.

Implementation.
At St. Robert Southwell Catholic School, our curriculum is based on good quality resources and allocated time for an Art
focus. Art plays an important role across the whole school curriculum. It is principally cross-curricular and every subject
uses it for visual imagery. The children benefit greatly from the visual and tactile approaches in art related activities. The
skills and knowledge developed through art are interlaced across planning and teaching to support learning in the whole
curriculum.
At St. Robert Southwell Catholic School, we aim to offer opportunities for children to:
•
Foster an understanding and enjoyment of art, craft and design
•
Develop and encourage creativity and imagination through experimenting with a range of different tools and
materials.
•
Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques
•
Develop use of a range of tools, media and processes
•
Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design
•
Know about great artists, craft makers and designers
•
Understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms
•
Develop their ability to observe, investigate, respond to and record the world around them through a growing
variety of forms and media
We have introduced a skills progression as the basis for our curriculum planning in Art and Design.
We plan the activities in art and design so that they are either reinforcing or building on the children’s prior learning.
While we give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding, we also plan
progression into the scheme of work, so that there is an increasing challenge for the children as they move up through
the school.
Children will learn about how the arts are created and enjoyed today, how they have changed over time, and the
contribution they make to our lives and culture. How the arts are used and valued indifferent cultures and traditions
should be explored. Children will learn how to combine art forms imaginatively and in complementary and enhancing
ways. They will exhibit for a range of audiences, and work with artists in and beyond the classroom. They will be
introduced to the appropriate language of the arts.
In art, children will be involved in design, craftwork and fine art on a variety of scales, working in two and three
dimensions and using ICT to explore line, shape, form, colour texture and pattern. They will develop their understanding
through visits to galleries and exhibitions.

Impact
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St. Robert Southwell artwork is celebrated all around the school, in classroom and corridor displays, as well as in the hall.
Exhibitions of children’s work take place during Art week. The curriculum and its impact is monitored through
constructive scrutiny of termly data, planning, monitoring of books and displays, lesson learning walks, discussions with
teaching staff and parents and pupil voice.

10 C. Arts – Design and Technology
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Intent
At St Robert Southwell Primary School, we endeavour to provide our pupils with the creative, technical and practical
skills needed to mature in an increasingly technological world. We feel it is vital to nurture creativity and innovation
through design and give pupils an appreciation for the design choices in the world around them. By making and then
evaluating their products, children are given the opportunity to identify the positive aspects of their designs and
recognise where improvements could have been made to the structure or aesthetics of their final piece. This process
gives pupils ownership of their creativity and helps foster a positive attitude towards risk taking and learning from
mistakes. We also recognise the value of instilling the principles of nutrition in children from a young age and aim to
develop these by delivering high quality teaching of food technology across the school.
Implementation
We aim to implement this curriculum by ensuring pupils are given the appropriate resources to develop their projects
from a purposeful design to a high quality product for a wide range of users. During the Autumn term, D&T is the
foundation subject in focus so children are given the appropriate time to develop and improve their skills in this area.
Linked to the National Curriculum, we aim to offer our pupils with the opportunities to design purposeful and appealing
products through sketches, templates and where appropriate communication technology. They make their products
using a wide range of tools and materials and evaluate their final piece based on their design criteria. Throughout the
course, children develop and apply a repertoire of technical knowledge, understanding how to improve their products
and explore the use of mechanisms and electrical systems in KS2.
Children also understand and apply the principles of nutrition when they learn how to cook. ‘Big Cook’ is a school wide
project that takes place annually. Every child from year 1 to year 6 works collaboratively with their peers to produce a
healthy meal. Additionally, a cookery club workshop runs for all year three pupils after school throughout the year,
giving them hands-on experience to develop basic cooking skills and gives them an appreciation for food where they are
able to take home a new recipe and product at the end of every session.
Our planning for D&T projects are linked closely to our ‘creative curriculum’ topics studied in the Autumn term. Children
design purposeful products related to their interests. The progression of skills from year 1 to 6 are also mapped out to
ensure there is clear curriculum coverage across all year groups and skills are revisited and built upon as pupils move
through the school. Other areas of the curriculum are also applied in the teaching of Design technology, including
measuring in maths and computing, particularly in the designing and making stages. Science is used in KS2 where
children use electricity to create their products and in nutrition, children write instructions and weigh their ingredients
linked directly to English and Maths respectively.
Impact
Pupil’s work is celebrated throughout the school and there is a dedicated display in the main hall so products can be
viewed by all visitors and pupils in different year groups. Assessments are based on how well final products meet design
criteria and progress is monitored through books and displays evaluations of pupils own products and their peers,
classroom discussions with teaching staff and parents and pupil voice.
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11. Physical Education
Intent
At St. Robert Southwell Primary School our vision for Physical Education and Sport is that every child should have the
opportunity to take part in physical activity to develop physical confidence and competence. We are passionate about
improving the health and well-being of all our pupils through the delivery of a high-quality PE curriculum as well as offer
a range of extra-curricular activities.
We also aim to provide the opportunity to participate in a variety of competitive sports to as many children as possible.
Through these opportunities the children gain an understanding of what competition feels like, what it is like to be part
of a team and to be able to show sportsmanship in both victory and defeat. We hope that through these sporting
opportunities, our pupils will develop a love and passion for sport beyond their time with us.
It is also important that our children develop leadership skills during their time with us. Through roles such as team
captains and sports leaders we hope our pupils understand what it is like to have responsibility, how to organise a team
and communicate their ideas to their peers and adults.
Implementation
Children at St. Robert Southwell receive regular PE lessons taught by the teaching staff from Reception to Year 6. Along
with these lessons, our curriculum is enhanced through our participation in interschool sporting competitions through
the partnership. Our school Sports Coach also delivers a variety of before school club activities.
Through these we aim to meet the National Curriculum aims for PE, to ensure that all pupils:
 Develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
 Are physically active for sustained periods of time
 Engage in competitive sports and activities
 Lead healthy, active lives
All pupils will also attend swimming lessons during their time with us, usually in Year 5, with the hope of all children
achieving the goal of swimming the distance of 25m.
Our curriculum objectives are mapped out across our PE Progression of Skills document which can be found on our
website.
Impact
The aim is that our PE curriculum will develop our children’s ability to acquire the knowledge, skills and understanding
needed to make appropriate choices about their physical health. We believe that we achieve this goal and develop
children that are physically competent and enjoy participating in PE and sport.
We have achieved the mark of silver on the School Games Mark in consecutive years and our young sportsmen and
women have done an outstanding job representing our school in many competitions, often taking home the trophy.
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12. PSHE & Citizenship (including RSE with Health)
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Intent
At St Robert Southwell, PSHE consists of a comprehensive and spiral developmental programme of teaching and
learning, which is delivered in the context of a Healthy School, where the health and wellbeing of pupils and of the
whole school community are actively promoted. Our PSHE programme has a positive influence on the ethos, learning
and relationships throughout the school. It is central to our values and to achieving our school’s stated aims and
objectives, and embraces and fulfils the new statutory curriculum, Relationship Health Education (RHE), from September
2020.
Following consultation with parents our Relationship and Sex Education with Health (RSE) policy has been created to
include one teaching session that discusses sexual intimacy. This lesson upholds and supports the teaching of the
Catholic Church on sex and marriage, while also discussing other types of relationships. Parents are given notice of the
teaching of this lesson and have the option to remove their child from the lesson.
The entire teaching of PSHE is underpinned with a religious understanding that our deepest identity is as a child of God –
created, chosen and loved by God. The programme is fully inclusive of pupils and their families.
At St Robert Southwell, our PSHE programme helps pupils to develop the knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes
they need to live confident, healthy, independent lives now and in the future, as individuals, parents/carers, workers
and members of society. It is embedded within the wider learning offered by the school to ensure that pupils experience
positive relationships with adults and with each other and feel valued, and that those who are most vulnerable are
identified and supported. Pupils are encouraged to take part in a wide range of activities and experiences across and
beyond the curriculum, contributing fully to the life of our school and community.
St Robert Southwell’s overarching aim for PSHE education is to provide pupils with:
· accurate and relevant knowledge
· opportunities to turn that knowledge into personal understanding
· opportunities to explore, clarify, and if necessary, challenge, their own and others’ values, attitudes, beliefs, rights and
responsibilities
· the skills, language and strategies they need in order to live healthy, safe, fulfilling, responsible and balanced lives
Within this, St Robert Southwell aims to develop pupils’ understanding of:
· identity, including personal qualities, attitudes, skills, attributes and achievements and what influences these
· relationships, including different types and in different settings, a healthy lifestyle, including physically, emotionally and
socially
· a balanced lifestyle, including within relationships, work-life, exercise and rest, spending and saving and diet
· risk, including identification, assessment and how to manage risk rather than simply the avoidance of risk for self and
others
· safety, including behaviour and strategies to employ in different settings
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· diversity and equality, in all its forms
· rights, including the notion of universal human rights, responsibilities, including fairness and justice and consent in
different contexts
· change and resilience, the skills, strategies and ‘inner resources’ we can draw on when faced with challenging change
or circumstance
· power in a variety of contexts including persuasion, bullying, negotiation and ‘win-win’ outcomes
· career, including enterprise, employability and economic understanding
Implementation
To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in PSHE, we implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout
the school. A comprehensive, whole-school planning approach ensures that full coverage of ‘The National Curriculum
programmes of study for PSHE’ and ‘Personal, Social and Emotional Development’ in the Early Years Foundation Stage is
given.
Wherever possible, PSHE is linked to class topics. At the start of each topic, teachers take time to find out what our
children already understand and want to find out. Our teachers use this to adapt and extend the curriculum to match
children’s interests and needs, referencing current events and developments where appropriate. We include the use of
technology, wherever possible, to aid teaching and learning. Through teacher modelling and planned questioning, we
want our children to wonder about, be fascinated by and involved in the world around them. At St Robert Southwell we
follow the scheme of work created by TenTen (www.tentenresources.co.uk). The programme ‘Life to the Full’ is rooted
in Christian understanding of the human person, based on “A Model Catholic RSE Curriculum” provided by the Catholic
Education Service.
The TenTen Programme Structure has 3 Modules:
1.Created and loved by God
Units: Religious Understanding, Me, my body, my health, Emotional Well-being, Life cycles
2.Created to love one another
Units: Religious Understanding, Personal Relationships, Keeping Safe
3.Created to live in Community
Units: Religious Understanding, Living in the Wider World Parents are provided with access to a parent portal:
www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-portal/
To have access to the portal please contact the school office.
Children are provided with ‘PSHE Knowledge Organisers’, which give individual topic overviews for each topic studied
within each year group. These include key skills, knowledge, vocabulary and diagrams.
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Key language is modelled throughout lessons, enabling our children to be familiar with and use vocabulary accurately.
Teachers are also encouraged to include trips and visitors in their planning to enhance our children’s learning
experience.
At St Robert Southwell, we aspire to promote children’s independence and for all children to take responsibility for their
own learning.
Impact
Pupils mark against their own targets how they feel about their learning in a topic; attainment is tracked through online
pupil target trackers against National Curriculum expectations, and the Foundation Stage against the ‘Personal, Social
and Emotional Development.
In addition, impact is monitored through regular ‘book-looks’, in-class displays, lesson learning-walks, a quiz at the end
of a topic, discussions with teaching staff and ‘Parents and Pupil Voice’.

13. MFL – Italian
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“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his language, that goes
to his heart.” Nelson Mandela
Intent “A different language is a different vision of life.” Federico Fellini.
The intention of the Italian curriculum at St Robert Southwell Catholic Primary School is that children are taught to develop
an interest in learning other languages in a way that is enjoyable and stimulating. We encourage children’s confidence,
we strive to stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language. We want our pupils to be enthusiastic, engaged
and challenged and to develop their ability to use and understand another language. With actively plan links to develop
their awareness of cultural differences in other countries, we make every effort to embed the skills of listening, speaking,
reading and writing necessary to enable children to use and apply their Italian learning in a variety of contexts and lay the
foundations for future language learning. All pupils in the school study Italian and in their lessons, our pupils will gain
systematic knowledge of key vocabulary and structures, grammar and phonics of the new language and a better
understanding of how these are used by Italian speakers.
Implementation “Learning another language is not only learning different words for the same things, but learning
another way to think about things.” Flora Lewis.
Our MFL curriculum is designed to progressively develop children skills in languages, through regular taught lessons.
Children progressively acquire, use and apply a growing bank of vocabulary organised around topics.
At St Robert Southwell we have a very successful collaboration with the Education Department of the Italian General
Consulate of Italy in London. They provide a fully qualified native-speaking Italian teacher to deliver high quality Italian
lessons to the children from Reception to Year 6.
Ms. Tiziana Sirignese teaches the Italian language through songs, games, and videos so that pupils learn to speak in an
emotionally involving, fun, and playful environment. The children love learning Italian which, in turn, helps them with their
own language by identifying roots to common words and recalling how language is taught.
Children in Reception and Key Stage One enjoy exploring the Italian language and learning important basic skills in their
lessons. Teaching fosters a love of languages through songs and games which continues into Key Stage Two, where the
children develop their written and spoken skills in Italian.
During Key Stage Two children have the opportunity to make focused and substantial progress in Italian, including being
able to communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing. This learning provides an important foundation for
their future language learning in Secondary education. Displays are used to remind children of key vocabulary. In the
classroom whether possible instructions are given in Italian to expose children to the language as much as possible, visual
prompts are used to support children in translating new vocabulary. Word mats are available for children to have out on
desks to support their learning and recap previous learning.

Home Learning
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Here are some suggestions for ways you can help your child:
-

Take your child to a museum

Italy has produced some of the most talented artists, such as Leonardo Da Vinci (1265-1321) and Michelangelo (14751564). Check your local museum’s schedule to see when it is featuring an Italian-inspired exhibition and bring your child
along. The admission for children is typically free.
-

Celebrate Italian holidays

Celebrating important Italian holidays, such as Festa della Repubblica, Republic Day on the 2nd June, will teach your child
about Italy’s History. Celebrate by making some fun crafts or taking part in holiday traditions.
-

Cook an Italian meal

Familiarize your child with the so much loved Italian cuisine by having him or her help you whip up a traditional Italian
meal.
-

Listen to Italian music.

Download some Italian songs to listen to while at home or on the road. Listening to Italian music will help familiarize your
child with Italian accents and pronunciations.
-

Puzzles

You can download and print dozens of free Italian crosswords and word searches for your child. He or she will have fun
playing, while simultaneously learning Italian vocabulary and simple sentences.
-

Memory game

Create some Italian flashcards and place them face down on a table. Your child will flip over two cards. If the pictures
match, your child will flip over two more cards. The point of the game is to match all of the cards from memory.
-

Read Italian books

There are lots of beginner Italian books. You can find beginners books in almost any book shop or online. You can start
with the well-known titles you’ll recognize and some classics for building your Italian cultural knowledge, such as Le
Avventure di Pinocchio, Carlo Collodi; Am I small? Io sono piccola? by Philipp Winterberg, Nadja Wichmann; Diario di una
Schiappa Diary of a Wimpy kid by Jeff Kinney; Peter Rabbit ed altre storie di Beatrix Potter.
-

Hangman

Use Italian vocabulary words and phrases instead of English.

Impact
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“One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along the way.” Frank Smith
Italian is monitored by the subject leader throughout all year groups using a variety of strategies such as book scrutinies,
lesson observations, staff discussions and pupil’s voice. The formative assessment data from ongoing observation of inclass activities such as role-plays, listening and reading comprehension and written exercises helps the Italian teacher
monitor the pupils’ understanding, knowledge and skills and inform planning that is suitable for supporting and
challenging the pupils at every stage of their progress.
The department’s vision is to continually improve standards through an engaging and challenging curriculum which values
the strengths of all and celebrates success. The teaching of Modern Foreign Languages is increasingly relevant in the global
world in which we live and St Robert Southwell aims to provide useful and meaningful language education for its pupils.

Our Curriculum in response to the Black Lives Matter Movement
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"The ultimate measure of a [person] is not where [they] stand in moments of comfort and convenience, but where[they]
stand at times of challenge and controversy."
Martin Luther King, Jr.
We are an active part of the Black Caribbean Boys achievement project within Brent. Our position in school is that we hold
prejudice and discrimination as unacceptable and that every single one of us (adult and pupil) has a role in this. Under
the Equality Act 2010, it is the duty of all schools and local authorities to recognise pupils’ need for support (individualised
where needed) and to provide education to help all pupils to interpret the meaning of what they have seen, felt and
experienced. We want our young people to be active and caring citizens who are willing to challenge what they see as
wrong, lacking or prejudicial in their own relationships and in society as a whole. We aim to help pupils to develop an
understanding of the complexity of events that is based on full and correct information, an understanding of the law and
an insight into the experience and feelings of others. We aim to provide a sense of belonging and identity to our pupils, to
teach an accessible educational Black British history curriculum that raises attainment for young people and to improve
social cohesion between our young people and the UK society.
In Autumn term we focus on Black history Month; in Spring term we have a History focus-where Black British History is
taught progressively across the school and in Summer term our subject in focus is Geography where we incorporate
cultural diversity. We have revisited the curriculum and reviewed and amended it to ensure our school teaches pupils
enough to develop their own age appropriate opinions on racism, race relations and prejudice, for example:
PSHE– human rights and equal human worth as well as the equality laws; what slavery looks like in the modern world;
evidence of racism in our society today
English – Black voices on their experience of inequality in novels, poems, interviews and newspapers
History – the impact of colonialism in exploiting countries around the world and the rise of the slave trade, its impact
on African communities and how it benefited colonisers, the journey to outlaw slavery in Britain
Geography – the ongoing legacy of British colonial exploitation around the world; demographics demonstrating our
diminishing relevance in the world and cultural diversity
Relationships Education – equality law, the right to peaceful protest, democratic response at times of crisis, inequality
in Britain today, resilience and active citizenship.

The ending of systemic racism in our society and in our institutions begins with knowledge and understanding of the past
and the present. It requires empathy and a recognition of our shared humanity and personal responsibility. It takes
‘courageous advocacy’ to stand up for fairness and equality and it is our responsibility as educators to skill our young
people to be able to recognise where there is a wrong and to stand up and be counted through lawful and safe means. To
build a better society, each and every one of us in schools must be open to working on ourselves. To this end all staff
working in our school have engaged with unconscious bias training. In Michelle Obama’s words, “It starts with selfexamination and listening to those whose lives are different from our own.”
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